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May 13, 2014 

 

To The Finance Committee:    

 

I am writing this as a private Canadian Only Citizen.   Before I go further I must report that I was born in 
the United States of America.   I came as a refugee to Canada in 1969.  I am grateful to the Prime 
Minister at the time, the honorable Pierre Trudeau, for accepting my husband and me as refugees from 
the USA due to the Viet Nam Conflict.   Canada stood up to the USA then and I wish it would stand up 
now the way  they did then.   Our two children were born in Canada. We both worked good jobs and 
paid our taxes. We also filed US income taxes, never making enough to have to pay the USA.   I 
somehow found about that the USA was a Citizen based Taxation, unlike Canada, which like the rest of 
the world is Resident based Taxation.   We never owed money to the USA.  The American IRS sent us a 
$2000 US income tax refund cheque in the 80s.  I returned it saying we had not worked in the USA since 
1969.  I filed those income taxes myself. They were not anywhere near as complicated  or costly to file 
as present day US Tax forms are for overseas US citizens. 

 We realized we were never going back to live or work in the USA and became citizens in February 1993.  
We wanted to vote in Canada.  We never voted in the US elections.   I stopped filing the US income taxes 
the tax year of 1993.  Then I presumed I was no longer a US citizen.  

I became aware of FATCA in 2012. It put the fear of the IRS in me.    I was told I should have still been 
filing US income taxes and that I could be liable for IRS heavy penalties that would wipe out my 
retirement savings.  By this time I was a retired widow living on my late husband’s pension and my 
pensions. He died in 2001, 18 months after our younger child died.  Both had cancer.  I am forever 
grateful we were Canadians living in a country that has good health care.    

Last July I went to the US Consulate to request my Citizen Loss of Nationality form. It was a formal 
request for relinquishment effective to the date I became a Canadian citizen in February 1993.  I 
received it last week and it is back dated to the day I became a Canadian citizen.  This is my pass to keep 
my banking records being sent to the IRS and to keep my pension money.  This pension money was 
earned only in Canada.    

There is no one size fits all to relinquish or renounce US citizenship.  I had the easiest way to get my CLN. 
Many others have to pay so much financially, when they are not wealthy.  Penalties and exit taxes are so 
heavy. This is not at all like when a Canadian gives up Canadian citizenship.   



  

Everywhere I go I find that 98 percent of Canadians never heard of FATCA.  These people include those 
who work in the banking industry. Today I approached two financial institutions and their representative 
never heard of FATCA.    The reason is FATCA has been negotiated in secret. Even my own NDP MP 
Charlie Angus knew little of what the negotiations were doing until after February 5, 2014.  My only local 
paper editor never heard of FATCA until I made him aware of it.    

This is not a free democratic country when this happens.  When things are done in secret,  it appears to 
be not for the benefit of all Canadians.     FATCA was negotiated for the benefits of the Financial and 
Investment institutions.  They actually lobbied for the Conservative government to approve FATCA.  

Our sovereignty and privacy have been violated and given over to another country.    Will the 
Conservative government also give in to Russia requirements to have the bank accounts of Russian 
Canadians, or China be given the bank records of Chinese Canadians?   No government should treat any 
of its citizens as second class citizens like Canada will do under FATCA.  If the Canadian government had 
stood up and said No, with it’s over a million American Canadians then I feel many other countries 
would have said no as well.    

Canadians are prepared and ready for a FATCA Charter Challenge to be taken to our Supreme Court.  
Many Canadians, like me, are prepared to contribute financially toward this challenge.   I would also like 
to point out that the American Republican party is also challenging FATCA.    Why has the Conservative 
government given in so soon without good research and discussion before the signing on this IGA?  
There was not even a cost analysis done.   

Please consider my submission and the other submissions that wish to keep FATCA from being 
implemented on our CANADA DAY, July 1st.   This is truly a surrender of our sovereignty to the United 
States of America when it takes effect on our own day to celebrate our independence.  This is beyond 
shame.    

 

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men should do nothing.” 

By British philosopher Edmund Burke 

 

 

Sincerely, A proud Canadian citizen 

 

Darlene Hall  

Englehart, Ontario  


